Introductions & Conclusions

Writing Centre Learning Guide

Good essays, reports or theses start with good introductions and end with good
conclusions. The introduction leads your reader into the main text, while the
conclusion leaves your reader with a final impression. Although introductions and
conclusions have some similarities, they also have many differences.

Why do we write introductions and conclusions?

Imagine that you are trying to read an essay without an introduction. It might start something like
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Conclusions

The conclusion does not need to repeat any background from the introduction. Some people make
the mistake of cutting and pasting the points from their introduction. This is inappropriate for two
reasons: first, it is self-plagiarism; second, we already know what you have told us in the
introduction, so there is no need to repeat it. In particular, be careful to avoid telling your reader
how you wrote the essay. We do not need to know: ‘This essay has considered a, b and c. It has



Exercise
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