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One season bites the dust and the next is just 

around the corner! Last season the focus again 

was on hunting down olive seedlings. Twenty-

five people contributed 296 hours over 16 

working bees. No working bees were missed 

due to weather.  

During that time we covered 95 percent of the 

olive-cleared area and probably removed some-

thing like 50,000 olive seedlings. As well we 

pulled or sprayed countless other weeds  

including re-growth olives, hawthorn, buck-

thorn, boneseed, cottonbush, African daisy, 

perennial veldt grass, silverleaf nightshade,  

African weed orchid and false caper. 

The plan for the coming season is a big ditto, 

concentrating again on ‘walking with purpose’ 

ie. looking for and pulling olive seedlings.  

Several years of this strategy is starting to reap 

rewards with fewer seedlings each consecutive 

year.  

Working bees are held 1st Saturday, 3rd Sun-

day of each month See the program at right��

Wear appropriate clothing/shoes for the day. 

Bring something to drink and to eat. We  

usually sit and have a chat at the end of the 

working bee. 

Working Bees 2018 

Autumn/Early Winter  
Working Bees 2018 
9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

April: �	������������

May: 
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Data suggest that there is a north-west  
movement away from southeast Australia in 
winter. In migratory populations, they can 
move in pairs, small groups and, sometimes, 
larger flocks. One to three birds is common in 
Adelaide, but I have seen flocks of about 30 
flying north in late summer. At one time it was 
believed that seeing Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrikes indicated rain on the horizon, so they 
were sometimes called ‘rainbirds’ or 
‘stormbirds’, but there is no scientific evidence 
for this belief. 
 
Cuckoo-shrikes are primarily insectivores and 
frugivores and generally feed in trees rather 
than on the ground. They make a neat, shallow 
and well-camouflaged nest of bark, leaves and 
twigs bound with spider webs and set in a fork 
of a horizontal branch, usually quite high off 
the ground. Their call, which is given in flight 
and from perches, is soft but carrying and has 
been described as a purring or a rolling trill. 
The voice of young birds is characteristic, used 
frequently when begging for food and is a good 
indication of their presence, usually high up in 
a eucalypt.  
 
References 

Higgins, P.J., J.M.Peter & S.J.Cowling. (eds) 

2006. Handbook of Australian, New Zealand 

and Antarctic Birds. Volume 7:Boatbill to  

Starlings. Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 

 

There are some birds that are perennial  
favourites with birdwatchers and the Black-

faced Cuckoo-shrike (Coracina novaehollan-
diae) is one such. I am not sure if it is due to 
the delicate soft colouring, the distinctive wing 
shuffle on landing or its mewing cat-like call 
but it lifts my spirits every time I see this  
species. Those in the know call them Boofcus 
due to the shortened form of their name – 
‘BFCS’. 
 
They would once have been considered a  
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The yellow tiny star formerly Hypoxis is now 
Pauridia, and Sorrel Acetosella vulgaris is now 
Rumex acetosella.  

For the Australian hollyhock that grows in 
rocky areas of the reserve there have been a 
succession of name changes. Many will have 
known it as Lavatera plebeia but it was  
subsequently recognised to be a true mallow, 
and the name Malva behriana was applied. In 
our 2011 listing it changed to M. preissiana, 
and in the current version it is now  
M. weinmanniana. And that may not be the 
end of it, as the form growing in the WCR and 
elsewhere in gullies of the Adelaide foothills 
d o e s n ’ t  q u i t e  f i t  e i t h e r  
M. preissiana, or  M. weinmanniana, albeit  
considered closer to the latter. (See https://

know.ourplants.org/the-plant-press/native-mallow- 

a - n a m e - c h a n g e - a n d - a - s e c o n d - s p e c i e s / ) .  

 

Although such changes are annoying, they are 
a necessary consequence of two things. The 
first is our growing understanding of the  
relationships between species (recently  
expanded through developments in DNA  
sequencing), and the second is the application 
of rules of the International Code of Botanical  
Nomenclature. Both are essential to prevent  
real chaos from taking over. 

 
Peter Lang 

New Plant Species Added 

An updated plant list has been prepared for 
the Waite Conservation Reserve, ready to  
replace the one on the website which was  
cu r re n t  to  May  2011  ( h t t p s : / /

w w w . a d e l a i d e . H Y P E R L I N K  " h t t p s : / /

www.adelaide.edu.au/waite-historic/reserve/

flora/". 

The updated list now has a total of 391  
vascular plant species definitely recorded 
within the Reserve, with a further 16 species 
records flagged as questionable (possible but 
needing confirmation). Of the definite records, 
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