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Deer – worse than we thought
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and birds also disperse olive
seeds but in fewer numbers per
deposit.

In July I took a group of
university students to the reserve
to show them deer damage.  I had
earlier identified a site on the
Western Slopes where I had seen
a couple of deer ‘deposits’ and
selected a 50 x 50m quadrat for
them to survey. In a few minutes
they located and flagged 44
deposits, a sample of 21 of which
I later picked up for counting.

www.waite.adelaide.edu.au/reserve/friends/
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The counts revealed the
equivalent of a staggering 85,000
deer-dispersed pits/ hectare.
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Deer– Worse than we thought
Seedling size sugg 〮ㄲ攊圠渊〮〰
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Bronze Cuckoos at Waite
When walking in the Waite Hills in winter and
spring and you hear a loud downward or up-
ward trill, you may be on to a Bronze-Cuckoo,
so named for their shimmering bronze backs.
They are the smallest of the Australian cuck-
oos, the group of birds that mainly place their
eggs into other birds’ nests, thus passing on to
much smaller birds the responsibility of raising
their young. The cuckoo female finds a nest of
its chosen host by quietly watching its targets
visiting their nest and then lays her egg in the
nest before ejecting any host eggs. When the
cuckoo chick hatches, it muscles any ‘rightful’
eggs or young out of the nest, ensuring that it
has the undivided attention of the foster par-
ents.

The most commonly recorded cuckoos in WCR
are the Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (HBC),
Chyrysococcyx basalis, and the Fan-tailed
Cuckoo, Cacomantis flabelliformis (Possingham
2001). They generally appear in winter and
may persist through the spring, but are more
often heard than seen. They often call persis-
tently from a dead branch at the top of a tree
or from a power line. The Bronze-Cuckoos abⴱ⠀ 㐨ht⤱〨l⤭㐨y⤭㌨ ⤴⠀昩㐨r⤵⠀漩ⴵ⠀洩㔨 ⤴⠀愩㐨 稊䉔ਯ䘳‹㈠呦ਰ⸱㈠〠〠〮ㄲ ⴲ⠀朩ⴳ⠀Ⱘs⤨e⤭ㄲ⠀ ㄵ㌮㡢ㄵ⠀漩ⴵ⠀昩㐩㐨a⤴⠳搩嵔䨊䕔ਰ⁧਱〰⸰とick㔨o⤭㔨)㤨i⤭㐨s⤭ㄨt ⤴⠀琩㄰⡢瀀 ㄵ⠀C⤱ㄨu⤭⠀ 㐨c⤹⠀甩ⴴ⠀挩ⴱ⡢㈩ㄶ⠩㈮㐨l⤭㐨l⤶⠀攩ⴱ⠀猩ⴱ⠀琀 㝔昊〮ㄲ‰‰‰⸱㈀n
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Cuckoos eat insects, including their larvae,
and are caterpillar specialists so should be be-
loved by gardeners, horticulturalists and farm-
ers. Some even eat and seem to prefer the
hairy caterpillars and their stomachs can be
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On 10th September 2017 there was a ceremo-
nial unveiling of the plaque, which our Presi-
dent, Peter Bird, had cunningly hidden behind
a drapery of eucalypt and acacia leaves. We
were fortunate to have two of Enid’s children,
Beth and David Robertson, to do the honours
(Photo 1) and who joined us afterwards for a
light lunch on flatter terrain.

We are indebted to Innovation Engineering for
their careful construction of the plaque and to
long-time Friend, Andy Baker, who very
professionally installed it in April this year
(Photo 2). He took great pains to secure it in a
manner we hope will make it vandal-proof. As
Beth said, Enid was not a great one for memo-
rials, but she thought her mother would make
an exception for this modest but appropriate
reminder of her great love of the Australian
bush and its uniquenes㌹㤹㤴⁔洊嬨r⤵⠀攩ⴱ㈨4⠀焩㐨u㔨 ⤴⠀眩㠨e⤭ㄲ⠀ 㐨h⤸⠀漩ⴵ⠀瀩ㄱ⠀⠴㥥⤭ㄲ⠀愩㐨t(愨ke⤭ㄴ⠀氩㘨漩ⴵ⠀瘩ⴲ⠀ 㐭㈳攩ⴱ⠀猩⴨ ⤴⠀洩㔨⤴ⴲ㐵㘠㘱㌮㐴〰〲 琀 㐀氩ⴴ⠀椩㘨g⤭㈴㔶 i⤭⠀ 㐨6ㄱ⠀攩ⴱ㈭㈴㔶⁢㤲⁔昊〮ㄲ‰⁡⤭ㄨpti⤶⤴ⴲ㍥⤭桰ro⴨e⤭䄀ustralian
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Remember when we built and erected bat
roosting boxes as a Friends project? That was
back in 2012!  At the time I was doubtful that
the boxes would be used as the reserve is
chockers with natural bat-sized tree hollows.

Imagine my surprise then when on checking
the 14 nest boxes in June I found 4 Marbled
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Seedling Olive Control 101
When you come to a dense patch
place pulled seedlings in a pile to distinguish
from un-pulled ones;
put on clear ground/ logs out of the way;
view from different angles & heights to find
those last couple;
step back to review cleared area – there is
always one you’ve missed

Options for larger seedlings
dig around base, cut side roots and/ or main
root & pull out, or:
dig a hole on one side and snap off main
roots below lignotuber by pushing the tree
towards the hole with your boot, or:
grasp the entire plant & use it as a handle to
twist the plant out of the ground;
remove all traces of the lignotuber or dab
with 1:5 glyphosate

Avoid pulling re-growth (suckers) from
treated olives
these need chemical treatment either by
spraying or ‘drill & fill’;
regrowth occurs next to old stumps, is often
very dense and/or multi� f
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From the Committee

Meg Robertson

Meg Robertson, new committee member,
Friends of Waite Conservation Reserve
My career has been in various studies of native
vegetation, particularly in grassy ecosystems,
after studying science at the University of
Adelaide, where I majored in botany. I was
introduced to the grey box grassy woodland in
the “Waite Hills” by the late Enid Robertson
while doing vegetation surveys in the region,
and I became aware of how rare and valuable-
such a remnant is.

I joined the Friends to help care for the Conser-
vation Reserve a few years ago and have
enjoyed many walking bees since then. My first
season was a wet winter and my daughter and
I were fascinated to notice the diversity of fungi
around the reserve, including many that live
on the living and dead grey box trunks. As well
as meeting the dedicated band of Friends, one


