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hear of the untimely death last year of in-
augural president of the Friends of Waite
Conservation Reserve, Scott Field. Scott
died in a climbing accident in the French
Alps on 12 September 2014. He had just
taken up a post with the United Nations
office of the Special Envoy to Syria and was
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surveys as part of a study to monitor
declining woodland birds in the Mt Lofty
Ranges. When a call came to set up a
Friends group for the reserve, his
intelligence, drive and enthusiasm were a
natural fit for him to become the

inaugural president. He was instrumental
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an adventurer in every sense of the woraa.

covery of the reserve in the first three

years 2001-2003.

I first met Scott in June 2000. I was
looking to conduct a ‘Walk with Nature’ in
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WALKING BEES 2014
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welcomed members to a new year of work for

the reserve. The Fungal Foray will be held on Saturday

July 11th in the upper section of the reserve.

Treasurer’s Report. .
Our bank balance is healthy, but there are Gifts for Speakers—Leaders _
currently only 27 financial members. See the Penny suggested that we provide a gift for
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How many mountain bikes do you think  ForestrySA and SAWater are joint partners

were sold in Adelaide last year? in this project and funding has been made
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shop that Clint & Erinne attended in  some existing trails as new bike/people
December 2014. friendly trails are being opened. It is

significant that “DEWNR is changing direc-
The workshop was a joint effort between the  tjon and is becoming more focused on people
Dept of Environment, Water and Natural ysing parks, rather than pure conservation “
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Bill Gammage gave this talk about traditional \*
fire management on Feb 18t at the Charles !
Hawker Centre , Waite Campus for the Yitpi *\
Foundation \

mean that as Australians we need to be
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continually living with the fear of fire’s ability
to destroy?”

In 1788, the people saw Fire as an important
totem, an ally, quite different from our no-
tion of fire. Fire was predictable, controlla-
ble, repeatable allowing the country to be re-
born. It was used to regulate animals and
plants, ensuring diversity and predictability,
maintaining resources in abundance in con-
veniently located areas. This was backed by
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cosmology which included what we would
call conservation of the environment and
farming, enabling society and culture to ex-
ist, ceremonies to be performed. y

Over the whole of Australia small groups of



Fountain Grass Cenchrus setaceus (formerly
Pennisetum setaceus) is now a declared plant
in South Australia. At this stage, there are
two known locations in the Waite
Conservation Reserve where this weed
occurs. One area is in adjacent to the caves
and the other area is adjacent to the quarry
on the South -Eastern Freeway.

As a weed, it is of concern because it out-
competes and suppresses native vegetation,
and in time will eliminate the herbaceous
plant layer. The seeds of C. setaceus are long
lived (up to 10 years) and are easily moved
by wind or passing animals. It is very adapt-
able to a wide range of soils and will tolerate
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Clinton has sprayed the plants near the
caves. This appears to have been effective.
However a follow up trip showed new plants
had germinated since the spraying. This
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tion. If you are aware of any other
localities for Fountain grass in the reserve, Fountain Grass one month after spraying
please let Peter, Jennifer or Clinton know.

Walking Bees are held on the first
Saturday and third Sunday of the month.
9.00 am—12.30pm

Sunday April 19th

May Saturday 2nd and Sunday 17th
June Saturday 6th and Sunday 21st
July Saturday 4th and Sunday 19th
August Saturday 1st and Sunday 16th

Take Eagle an the Hill Exit

Meet at the entry driveway to
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