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Title: Decontamination using disinfectants 

Purpose: To provide an overview of the requirements relating to decontamination using chemical 
disinfectants, as applied to work with genetically modified organisms (GMOs), microorganisms and 
samples/organisms containing these.  

 

Research groups are responsibl

containment (PC) facilities to inactivate or destroy 
microorganisms present on surfaces, or (under limited circumstances) in liquid waste.  
 
The disinfection of surfaces is a standard requirement in PC facilities to reduce the number of 
microorganisms to acceptable levels, to manage risks associated with personnel exposure, and cross-
contamination, and to prevent release of biological materials from containment. However, 
disinfection does not necessarily kill all microorganisms present, and not all disinfectants work well 
for all microorganisms or applications.  
 
The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the typical disinfectants and their 
recommended use where regulated biological materials such as GMOs, microorganisms and samples 
containing these are used or stored.  
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Sterilisation: Refers to any process that removes and kills or deactivates all microorganisms.  
 

 

This guidance document is supplied to specify requirements under relevant legislation, guidelines and 
standards relating to the compliant handling of regulated biological materials including but not limited to 
GMOs, microorganisms and samples/organisms containing these.  
 
Research groups are responsible for the preparation of Safe Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Risk 
Assessments incorporating these requirements.  
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