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A WORLD-FIRST study has discover-
ed a link between taking aspirin and
protection against gum disease.
The study by Adelaide University dental
researchers has found that even ex-smokers
can benefit from small doses of aspirin.

Severe gum disease, otherwise known as
periodontitis, causes deterioration of the
structures in the gums that hold the teeth in
place.  This can ultimately lead to the teeth
falling out.
Gum disease is a major problem in Australia,
with an estimated 10% of the population
suffering from its most severe forms.  The
problem particularly affects smokers and ex-
smokers.
In the first study of its kind, Dr Arthur Drouganis
and Dr Robert Hirsch at Adelaide University’s
Dental School investigated the dental health of
392 men who were ex- or non-smokers.  (Men
were chosen for the study because mature-aged
women can be affected by hormonal changes
which can influence the health of the gums.)
Gum health was assessed using a periodontal
probe to measure the extent of gum
deterioration around all the teeth.

The study found that men from the general
population aged 50 and above who were taking
low doses of aspirin to prevent heart attacks,
strokes and other vascular diseases, had
significantly better gum health than those who
did not take aspirin.
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Jonathan Pincus
George Gollin Professor of
Economics

Commonwealth government policy
towards universities is inverted.  The
Commonwealth is encouraging the
public universities of Australia to sell
what they should be giving away; and
at the same time requiring
universities to give away what they
should be selling.
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Innovation
exhortation
Two, four, six, eight,
Let’s all now innovate.
One, two, three, four,
Let’s innovate some more.

Or should that be ”Let’s innovate offshore”?   The
Innovation Summit, held recently in Melbourne,
was designed to make Australians focus attention
on innovation—producing more new goods,
processes and services at home instead of going
offshore to commercialise clever ideas.
Australia produces over 2% of the world’s new
scientific papers each year.  This is impressive for
a country with only 0.31% of the world population.
Although we punch well above our weight in
science, we’re not nearly so impressive in our
production of innovative goods, processes and
services.  At a time when industry and commerce
worldwide is becoming much more knowledge
intensive, we need to leverage our scientific
performance into innovations that improve our
social and economic well-being.
The innovation issue is important for Australian
universities.  Collectively, universities are the
largest part of the Australian public-sector research
system, so they have a major role to play in
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Advertisement

Robot mouse no
trap for students
TWO Adelaide University
students have performed well in
an international robotics
competition known as the
“Micromouse” competition, held
in Singapore late last year.
Mechatronic Engineering students Daniel
Stanef and John Kaesler comprised the first
Australian team to take part in the
competition, finishing a respectable fourth
out of 10 teams.

The competition sees students developing
and programming a small autonomous
robot ‘mouse’ capable of traversing an
unknown maze in the shortest time
possible.

Team member Mr Stanef described the
competition as a “great eye-opener”,
particularly since other teams had much
more time to prepare their entries.

“Being the inaugural Australian team at the
competition, and having no prior experience
with the “mouse”, John Kaesler and I were
destined to be up against it,” he said.

“However, after a four-day crash course on
the mouse, we became competitive and
finished a creditable fourth, with Thailand
taking out first place honours.

“The members of the other teams had been
preparing for this competition for a lot
longer than John and I—all had had at least
one month, and some up to a whole year.

“Consequently, their ‘mice’ were a lot better
‘trained’—capable of accelerating faster,
braking later, turning sharper, turning in arcs
and even doing ‘diagonal’ turns.

“All in all, the Micromouse competition was
a great experience, and John and I look
forward to working on the mouse that we
brought back with us, to train it well and
take it to the 2000 Micromouse
Competition in Manila, Philippines later this
year.”

The Micromouse Competition has been
running for more than 10 years, and
recently has been held in conjunction with
the annual South East Asian Regional
Computer Confederation (SEARCC)
Conference.

Teams to compete in last year’s event
against Australia were two each from host
nation Singapore, Thailand and Hong Kong,
and three from the Philippines.

—Ben Osborne

Anti-violence project wins award
VIOLENCE in the home,
bullying in the school yard,
torture in the prison cell.
All are issues that ought to engage
doctors at every level of the
profession, according to Jennifer
Schaffer, affiliate lecturer in
Adelaide University’s Department
of Public Health. 

Ms Schaffer, a social worker, is the
developer of an innovative
curriculum project, Violence as a
Public Health Issue, which has won
an Australian Violence Prevention
Award.

The program taught third-year
medical students about the effects
of different types of violence on the
health and welfare of groups in
society.

It covered various types of violent
behaviour, including global conflict,
use of land mines, school and
workplace violence, homophobia,
racism and domestic violence.

Students were taught how to
detect signs, and intervene
effectively, in situations where
patients may be experiencing
violence or abuse. 

They were also encouraged to take
a more public role in campaigning
against violence of all kinds.

“The response to the course was

very positive,” Ms Schaffer said.
“Because of their backgrounds,
many students were unaware of
the oppression and disadvantage
experienced by various groups in
the population—refugees who
have suffered torture, or children
abused by their fathers, for
example.
“The project has enabled them to
become more aware and sensitive
to the disadvantages with which
others may live.”
Ms Schaffer said the program had
underlined the social respon-
sibilities of doctors, both locally and
internationally.
“Doctors have a duty to speak out
about human rights abuses.
“They can do it at a local level by
going to their local school and
talking about preventing  bullying or
they can join international
organisations campaigning against
torture.”

The idea for the elective course
developed from a series of
domestic violence workshops run
for final-year medical students.
Until 12 months ago, all six year
medical students attended a day-
long workshop on how to identify
domestic violence and provide
appropriate and effective help for
the women, children and men living

with, or escaping from, violent
homes.

South Australian Attorney-General
Trevor Griffin said the Australian
Violence Prevention Award
recognised projects which aimed to
correct misconceptions about
violence and encouraged people to

challenge existing thinking on
domestic violence reduction.
Although the courses are no longer
running Ms Schaffer hoped the
crucial issue of violence and abuse
would be covered in the curriculum
for medical students.

—John Drislane

State Attorney-General Trevor Griffin with Jennifer Schaffer.  Photo
courtesy of Sascha Brooker.

From Page 2

The recent white paper policy on research and
research training gives universities a financial
incentive to produce more private-goods research.
This may be defensible if public-goods research was
being sustained.  However, the real value of public
funding for university research has fallen, outside of
medical research; independent consultants have
verified that there has been a serious deterioration in
university research infrastructure. 

The Chief Scientist, Dr Robin Batterham, in his recent
paper “Investing in Knowledge Generation for the
Twenty First Century”, stated that governments
“…will  ensure that public goods research continues
to be performed”; but he also quoted Gus Nossal that
“Australia, by cutting support and funding, is
drastically shooting itself in the foot” (pp. 5, 13).

In these circumstances,  public universities will divert
resources from the production of public-goods
research to the production of private-goods research
for profit; and, like private firms, they will increasingly
restrict the publication of public-goods research.

The correct combination, reversing both errors, is
more public finding for public-goods research, and
superHECS for university fees.

C O M M E N TA R Y
UPSIDE DOWN EDUCATION

Industry award goes to pig researcher
For the past two years, the
organisers of the SA Pig & Poultry
Fair have awarded a prize in the form
of financial support to people in
South Australia, who are keen to
investigate areas that may practically
benefit pig and poultry producers. 
This year, the $2500 award was presented to
Thomas Banhazi, a researcher with the SARDI -
Pig and Poultry Production Institute (PPPI) and a
postgraduate student with Adelaide University’s
Animal Science Department.

Thomas has a special interest in air and
environmental quality within intensive livestock
buildings.

Previous research work demonstrated that the
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C A R E E R  P A T H S
KEEPING YOUR OPTIONS OPEN

GRADUATES from Adelaide Univer-
sity can find a career anywhere.
With that in mind, the Adelaidean is this year







University
Reviews for 2000
The Office of the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Education) is
planning to hold a number of
Reviews during the coming year,
following approval by the Vice-
Chancellor’s Committee.

The following Reviews have now
been scheduled:

• An International Review of
the University of Adelaide 
Libraries in the first half of the 
year.

• A Review of the Department 
of Geographical and 
Environme
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