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Medical Research
Week

MEDICAL RESEARCH FUNDING is one of the
main issues being discussed during this year’s
Medical Research Week (31 May - 4 June).

The week of events, organised by the
Australian Society for Medical Research
(ASMR), has the theme “The Renaissance of
Australian Medical Research”.

This follows the recent renaissance of
medical research in the United States,
which has seen significant government
increases in research funding.

The South Australian Minister for Human
Services, the Hon. Dean Brown, will
officially open the ASMR Medical Research
Week at the Radisson Playford in Adelaide
on Tuesday, 1 June.

Also present at the opening will be Professor
Ralph Bradshaw from the University of
California. Professor Bradshaw has been
intimately involved in the recent US
renaissance in medical research.

Professor Bradshaw will give the keynote
address at the ASMR Medical Research
Week Dinner at the Radisson Playford,
where he will share his concerns about the
state of medical research funding in
Australia.

The dinner will be attended by
representatives from Australia’s major
political parties as well as a diverse group of
Adelaide clinicians and research scientists.

As part of Medical Research Week’s
Scientific Meeting, Professor Rob
Sutherland from the Garvan Medical
Institute, Sydney, will discuss current
theories of cell cycle progression and its
implications for the treatment of cancer.
Other presentations from Adelaide
researchers include “The effect of cocaine-
like drugs during pregnancy on brain
development in offspring” and
“Inflammation in arthritic joints”.

A further highlight of Medical Research
Week is a Schools’ Career Day at The
Investigator Science Centre. The day, which
is aimed at informing Year 12 science
students of their career options in science,
will include displays from Adelaide and
Flinders universities and the University of
South Australia.

For more information about Medical Research Week
contact Sarah Hudson, Tel (08) 8303 4100 or Email
<shudson@medicine.adelaide.edu.au>.
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Linking disease and economics

A DISTINGUISHED North American
economist with a specialist interest in
the economic aspects of infectious
diseases will deliver the 47th Joseph
Fisher Memorial Lecture at The
University of Adelaide on 3 June.

The lecture—Human Behaviour and
the Transmission of Infectious
Disease: An Economist’s Perspec-
tive—will be given by Professor
Mark Gersovitz (Johns Hopkins
University) at Lecture Room 102.
1st Floor, Napier Building, from
5.30-6.30pm.

Professor Gersovitz is recognised
internationally as a leading authority
on the economies of developing
countries.

He has travelled professionally to
many Asian and African countries
and undertaken projects for the
Asian Development Bank, the World
Bank and other major financial
institutions.

During the 1990s his primary inter-
est has been in the economic aspects
of infectious diseases, with particular
reference to the AIDS epidemic.

His lecture will focus on the
part that is played by economic
conditions in the spread of infectious
diseases, examining the relationship
between health, public policy and
economics.

As well as delivering the Fisher
Lecture, Professor Gersovitz will
conduct a staff seminar in the
School of Economics on 4 June.

He will also address undergraduate
international finance students on
the subject of sovereign debt.

—John Drislane

Award winning
novelist joins
writing program

THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE’S creative writing
program has received a major boost with the appointment of
award-winning novelist Eva Sallis as Lecturer in English and
Creative Writing.

Dr Sallis, currently a Visiting Research Fellow in the
Department of English, was recently named winner of
the 1999 Nita May Dobbie award for a first novel by a
woman. Her novel Hiam—the tale of a traumatised
Arab woman driving from Adelaide to Darwin—
previously won The Australian/Vogel Literary Award
for unpublished fiction in 1997.

Dr Sallis will assist Professor Tom Shapcott who has
run the creative writing program since its
establishment three years ago.

“l look on the appointment as an opportunity to do
everything | really like doing,” Dr Sallis said.

“It will enable me to pursue my twin interests of
academic work and creative writing and to work with
creative and analytical students.”

Dr Sallis graduated from the University of Adelaide with
a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 1987 and went on to com-
plete her Masters and PhD at the University, specialising
in comparative literature (Arabic and English). She wrote
Hiam while completing her PhD thesis.

Her other published work includes a book of literary
criticism, Sheherazade through the Looking Glass: the
Metamorphosis of the 1001 Nights (forthcoming June
1999, published by Curzon, UK); and a number of short
stories, academic and literary articles, and reviews.

—John Drislane

UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

Dr Eva Sallis

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Change of Arrangements

The Alumni Association will hold its 1999 Annual General
Meeting on Thursday 24 June in Napier Lecture Theatre
102.

Members are advised that the time of the meeting has
been amended. The meeting will now commence at
6.00pm rather than 7.30pm as previously advised.

Following the meeting, members will be invited to stay
for refreshments, and those who would like to join the
Chair at dinner afterwards are invited to do so.

To assist with arrangements, members intending to go to
dinner are asked to advise the Alumni Office, 8303 5800.

NEW INITIATIVE FOR
STAFF AND STUDENTS OF THE

‘Powerful
Writing’ course

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH is
offering a four-week practical course
for people wanting to improve their
writing skills.

“Powerful Writing”, convened by Dr
Tom Burton, Reader in English, is
aimed at anyone whose employ-
ment requires competence in written
communication. Topics covered will
include fixing grammatical errors,
correct punctuation, editing,
structured submissions and reports,
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Internationalisation’ - Level 6, Old Classics Wing via Wills

Building, The University of Adelaide, tel: 8303 4828,
fax: 8303 4352, email: <baldeep.kaur@adelaide.edu.au>

Plain English, bloopers and super
bloopers.

The course is being run in conjunc-
tion with the South Australian
Public Administration Industry
Training Advisory Body. It will
consist of four two-hour sessions (5-
7pm) on consecutive Tuesday
evenings—27 July, 3 August, 10
August & 17 August. Cost is $150.

For more details, contact the
Department of English, tel. 8303 5130,
fax 8303 4341, email <philip.butterss@
adelaide.edu.au>.
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MALAYSIA GRADUATION 1999

Trying it on for size: the robing room

Adjusting the Chief Minister’s hood as the academic procession forms Guest speaker Professor Syed Jalaludin
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Chair of Alumni Association Greg Crafter and Silver Jubilant Khow Eng Hock (BE 1970)

.ti" W b oA

g oe Yo ...F‘i

—-— 1'lil.

The graduates, Silver Jubilants and stage party gathered for the official photograph Relaxing at the High Tea after the ceremony. All photographs: Charlie’s Photography, Klang.
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