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Cadetship fosters agricultural education
ustralia’s largest rural
merchandising compa-
ny, IAMA, is providing a

University of Adelaide student
with the chance of a lifetime.

Andrew Ottens, a final-year
Bachelor of Agriculture student
at the Roseworthy Campus, has
been awarded a cadetship with
IAMA (SA) Pty Ltd.

With only one position
available in South Australia,
and many potential candi-
dates, Mr Ottens faced very
tough competition for the
cadetship.  

He went through the same
selection process IAMA uses
for new employees, with the
final decision being based on
academic merit and an inter-
view with IAMA executives.

The position is highly
sought after because the suc-
cessful candidate receives a
wide range of benefits, includ-
ing $3000 funding for their
final year of study and 12
months training on completion
of their degree.  A full-time job
with IAMA is also waiting for
the cadet.

Andrew Ottens has a strong
agricultural background, hav-
ing grown up on a sheep and
cereal property at Lochiel, in
South AustraliaÕs mid-north.  

At Roseworthy his academic
prowess has been recognised
with two major prizes, the WJ
Colebatch Memorial Prize for
best performance in theory
and practical work in the first
two years of his course, and
the Daniel Livingston Prize for
the student with the highest
aggregate in the courseÕs sec-
ond year.

Mr Ottens said his heart
was in agriculture, which is
why he chose to study at the
Roseworthy Campus.

ÒI really love farming and I
wanted to get into the agricul-
tural industryÑparticularly
agronomy, which is a booming
industry,Ó Mr Ottens said.

ÒThe course at Roseworthy
covered a broad range of topics
with a very practical Ôhands
onÕ approach... and with the
collegeÕs boarding facilities
and being so close to home, it
was an obvious choice.

ÒI also know many people
whoÕve gone through and stud-
ied at Roseworthy, and the
course has a strong reputation
with good job prospects once
youÕve finished it.Ó

Thanks to his cadetship
with IAMA, Mr OttensÕs
career path is already wide
open.  

The company, which
employs about 1600 people
nationwide, has an annual
turnover approaching $1 bil-
lion.

IAMA (SA) Human Re-
sources Manager Mr Clive
Nation said the cadetship was
an excellent opportunity to
provide industry support to
one of the nationÕs top agricul-
tural students.

ÒWeÕve found thereÕs not a
lot of industry support for stu-
dents studying and looking for
a career in agriculture.  

ÒBy offering a cadetship like
this we can look at the top con-
tenders in the course and form
a partnership with the Ôcream
of the cropÕ, as well as identify-
ing other potential employ-
ees,Ó Mr Nation said.

ÒIAMA is a company with a
very strong ÔpeopleÕ focus, and
by fostering agricultural educa-
tion in this way weÕre hoping to
play a key role in the future of
this industry in Australia.Ó

—Elizabeth Butler
—David Ellis

In the photo right Andrew
Ottens (l) is congratulated by
IAMA Human Resources
Manager Clive Nation.  Photo:
Elizabeth Butler
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Thebarton to play part in international drive
he Thebarton Commerce &
Research Precinct is one of the
key elements in the University of

Adelaide’s relationship with industry.
Opened in 1992, the Thebarton

Campus boasts more than 30 commer-
cial tenants, 10 University research
groups and about 400 people, making
it one of the largest university owned
and managed research parks in
Australia.

It is also home to a series of unique
programsÑsuch as Business Init-
iatives from Graduates (BIG), the
Graduate Industry Linked Entre-
preneurial Scheme (GILES), Project
Plus and othersÑproviding vital links
and opportunities for students, gradu-
ates and industry.

The AdelaideanÕs David Ellis spoke
with the Director of the Precinct, and
Director of the UniversityÕs Office of
Industry Liaison, Mr Rex Hunter,
about the value and future of the
Thebarton Campus:

ÒThe Thebarton Commerce &
Research Precinct is an important
adjunct to the University,Ó Rex Hunter
said.   ÒIt complements the other cam-
puses and supports activities across a
range of disciplines.

ÒWe achieve that by acting as a
focus for the UniversityÕs industry liai-
son activities, by creating opportuni-
ties to bring industry and commercial
companies located on this campus into

contact with the University, to provide
opportunities for University staff and
students to interact with industry, and
to use the campus, as weÕve done very
successfully, as a base for University
spin-off companies.

ÒWe also offer a wide range of
Graduate Entrepreneurial Programs
which attract national and internation-
al attention, helping to raise the status
and reputation of the University.Ó

What are some of the most recent devel-
opments that have occurred at
Thebarton?

This year the campus has expanded
even further following the purchase of
an extra 5000 square metres of ware-
house, manufacturing and office space.
We already have four new commercial
tenants in that space and weÕve con-
structed a Stress & Anxiety Analysis
Clinic for the Department of Psych-
ology, and weÕre completing an
Occupational Hygiene Laboratory for
the Department of Public Health.  And
there will be some further high-level
research and development projects,
bringing together commercial and
University expertise.
What do you see as the future for the
campus?

Over the last couple of years, world-
wide, thereÕs been a growing recogni-
tion of the value of research parks to
the economy and development of a
region.  A further aspect which is now
starting to emerge is the potential of
research parks such as Thebarton to
be part of the wider movement of Ônew
urbanismÕ, of urban renewal, creating
opportunities to interact with the com-
munity.

WeÕve been doing this for the past
three years, which in some ways puts
us ahead of the pack.  WeÕve developed
a strong tripartite relationship
between university, industry and the

local communityÑan holistic approach
to the growth and operation of a
research park.

The campus has been strongly
involved in many projects that have
brought together community groups,
local council and industry.  

I believe weÕve had an impact on
this region in terms of raising the
quality of the environment and in
broadening the UniversityÕs involve-
ment in schools, social justice, job cre-
ation, and industrial programs.

I see that tripartite relationship
between university, industry and com-
munity as being a very important
aspect of the future of research parks.

What role does this campus have in the
UniversityÕs aim of becoming a Ôgreat
international university by the year
2022Õ?

The Thebarton Campus in itself is
part of a world-wide industry of
research parks, and I believe it can
significantly help the University to
achieve its mission of being an inter-
national university of distinction with-
in the next 25 years.   

Great universities such as
Cambridge, Yale, Stanford and
Princeton have their own research
parks, and a successful research park
such as ours will bring credit to the
University of Adelaide, helping it to
achieve international status.
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Rex Hunter.  Photo: David Ellis.
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