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Application to Upgrade Candidature from 
Masters to PhD 

Division of Research and Innovation 

IMPORTANT 

Rule 1 of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) states that “the academic standing required for acceptance as a candidate for a 
Doctor of Philosophy in the University shall be an Honours degree of Bachelor of at least a IIA standard or a degree of Master by 
Research degree of the University of Adelaide or the equivalent thereof….” However, some students may be advised to first enrol in 
a Master’s program before proceeding to the PhD program. After completion of the Major Review of Progress and at the end of the 
first year but before the end of the second year of a Master’s program, a student may apply to transfer to the PhD program as 
defined in the academic program rules of the Master in which the student is currently enrolled. The student’s work is assessed 
against recorded output 
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2. Has this ethics clearance been approved for your Masters research?

Yes    No

3. If “YES” to Q2, is this clearance applicable/transferable to your PhD research?

Yes    No

4. If “NO” to Q3, please make sure that this clearance is obtained prior to this application and a copy of the
clearance is enclosed with this application.

Note: 

Application for ethical clearance is to be made in the name of the principal supervisor with the student involved also specified 

(i) Candidates whose research involves the use of animals must obtain approval in advance from the University of Adelaide
Animal Ethics Committee.  Candidates located within other institutions also require ethical clearance from the AEC at the
place where research is to be conducted.  Please refer to the AEC website for information on requirements:
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/research-services/ethics-compliance-integrity/animal-ethics

(ii) Candidates whose research involves human subjects must obtain ethical approval in advance from the University of
Adelaide Human Research Ethics Committee unless the following applies.    For a research proposal submitted by a member 
of its clinical staff (including any postgraduate research candidates) the University accepts protocol approval granted by the
Ethics Committees of the Royal Adelaide Hospital, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital or the Women’s and Children’s Hospital.
However, for candidates whose research is conducted (a) at these hospitals and is not supervised by a member of the
University’s clinical staff, or (b) at any other institution, ethical clearance must be obtained in advance from the University of
Adelaide Human Research Ethics Committee as well as from the committee at the place where the research is to be
conducted.  Please refer to the Committee's web site for information on requirements:
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/research-services/ethics-compliance-integrity/human-research-ethics

D. Authorship
Have you and your supervisor(s) discussed and arrived at a mutual agreement regarding authorship in the event that there 
are publications resulting from your Higher Degree Research work, in accordance with the policy and guidelines set out in 
the Research Student Handbook? 

 Yes  No  

Comment: 

E. Intellectual Property Issues

Note. To be completed by the student, Supervisor(s), Head of School or Discipline / Postgraduate Coordinator. 

Have you, your Supervisor, and/or Discipline/School signed a commercial and/or confidentiality agreement or 
contract with any organisation or funding  body relating to this research?  

 Yes  No  

If “YES”, have you previously supplied a copy of this agreement or contract to the Adelaide Graduate Research 
School ? 

  Yes    No   

If "NO", you must enclose a copy of the agreement/contract with this form.  
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F. Evidence of Research Output Assessed by the School/Discipline

REMINDER: A Revised Research Proposal Must Accompany this Application  





Updated �ðJune 2024 Page 8 of 8 

(Office use only) 


