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Open Day – new app 
for your phone
The University of Adelaide has become the Þ rst university in 
the State to develop a free smartphone app for its Open Day.

The University of Adelaide’s Open 
Day app is available to download 
for free now in iPhone and Android 
phone App Stores.  To Þ nd out more 
about Open Day, you can also 
go to: adelaide.edu.au/openday

Open Day is on Sunday 21 August.  
The app (short for ÔapplicationÕ) will make 
it easier for smartphone users to Þ nd out 
about Open Day events and activities, 
plan their day, Þ nd their way around 
campus, and directly interact with the 
event itself.

ÒThe latest Þ gures show that 46% of 
Australian mobile phone owners now 
have a smartphone.  The growth of 
smartphone usage Ð and the willingness 
of smartphone users to adopt new 
apps, and interact with social media 
and websites Ð means we have a real 
opportunity to connect with people in new 
ways,Ó said the UniversityÕs Digital Media 
Strategist, Mal Chia.

ÒToday you can get an app for almost 
anything Ð from helping you to gaze at the 
stars, to keeping track of your exercise.  
Mobile apps are also a natural way for 
events to engage with their audiences.

ÒThis year, for the Þ rst time ever, we 
have released an app for iPhone and 
Android phones to enhance the Open Day 
experience.  With so much to see and do 
at Open Day, an app is the perfect way to 
help visitors get the most out of their day,Ó 
Mr Chia said.

The UniversityÕs Open Day app enables 
users to:

¥  Browse the Open Day program and 
bookmark events in a personalised 
Open Day planner;

¥  Use an interactive map to help navigate 
their way around campus;

¥  Share photos and videos of the day;

¥  View photos and videos from past 
Open Days;

¥  Follow Open Day (#opendayua) on 
Twitter for updates on whatÕs happening.

ÒOur Open Day app has been developed 
based on what most of our visitors need 
from Open Day, so we hope it will be a 
useful experience for anyone trying it out for 
the Þ rst time this year,Ó Mr Chia said.

Story by David Ellis
Photo by Chris Tonkin
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Open Day is a great opportunity to Þ nd 
out everything you need to know to become 
a student at the University.

ItÕs also a great chance for families, 
friends, past graduates and members 
of the community to explore our North 
Terrace Campus.

You can get involved in a range of 
activities, learn about our heritage, research 
and innovation, and discover the many 
aspects of what University life involves.

Why come to university?  What are we 
doing thatÕs exciting and new?  How does 
our campus life differ?  No matter what your 
age or your interests, thereÕs something for 
almost everyone at Open Day.

Photos by Michael Mullan



Thanks to a thriving internship program 
and strong connections with bodies such as 
the Australian Institute of International Affairs 
(AIIA), Arts students are getting a taste of life 
in the highest echelons of public ofÞ ce.

In 2010, Þ ve students served internships 
with the Institute, relishing the opportunity to 
undertake research in a wide range of areas, 
including politics, social media, cyber crime, 
people smuggling and human rights.

Research papers written by four of these 
students Ð Jade Cooper, Henry Lawton, 
Rose Grantham and Emily Thwaites-
Tregilgas Ð also feature in the AIIAÕs 
Emerging Scholars series for 2011.

The studentsÕ supervisor, Professor 
Felix Patrikeeff from the School of History 
and Politics (and President of the South 
Australian Branch of the AIIA), said given 
that only 10 papers were accepted nationally 
each year for the publication, this was an 
outstanding outcome for the University 
of Adelaide.

ÒThe AIIA Þ rst took on interns from the 
UniversityÕs Faculty of Humanities and 

Social Sciences in 2007. Since then, 
the scheme has gone from strength 
to strength, with interns providing 
important support for Institute forums and 
conferences,Ó he said.

In 2010, Bachelor of International Studies 
student Jade Cooper served an internship 
with the AIIAÕs sister organisation, the 
Japan Institute of International Affairs, 
as the inaugural recipient of the Prime 
MinisterÕs Australia Asia Endeavour Award.

Her Emerging Scholars paper looked 
at the dynamics of the United States-
Australian alliance. Jade is now serving 
an internship with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees in Tokyo while 
completing her Bachelor of Laws.

Final-year Politics student Henry Lawton 
wrote his paper on the impact of digital 
media on human rights around the world. 
Other fellow BA students to appear in 
publication included Rose Grantham (crime 
prevention and human rights) and Emily 
Thwaites-Tregilgas (people smuggling in 
the Mediterranean and the PaciÞ c).

The latter two, along with Arts student 
Bomi Chun, presented their internship 
reports at an international conference on 
crime prevention in the Asia-PaciÞ c region, 
held in Adelaide earlier this year.

ÒThe AIIA internship program with the 
University of Adelaide has provided our 
students with great scope to develop their 
thinking and writing skills in the area of 
international affairs,Ó Professor Patrikeeff said.

ÒIt has also given them the opportunity 
to create some very useful and important 
career links along the way.Ó

Story by Candy Gibson

Above: Bachelor of Arts student 
Emily Thwaites-Tregilgas

Photo by Bomi Chun



For more information about 
studying Engineering at the 
University of Adelaide go to: 
ua.edu.au/programs/2011 or visit 
Open Day Sunday 21 August.
adelaide.edu.au/openday

Modern makeovers for icons
Three Architectural Engineering students at the University of Adelaide 
are among the Þ nalists of a new national competition designing modern 
makeovers for some of AustraliaÕs best-known constructions.

The proposals, incorporating the latest 
in sustainable engineering, are touring the 
country in a six-week roadshow as part 
of the inaugural Baulderstone National 
Icons Award.

Seven iconic structures Ð the Sydney 
Opera House, Anzac Bridge in Sydney, 
Story Bridge in Brisbane, Etihad Stadium 
in MelbourneÕs Docklands, Treasury 



For over 130 years, the University of Adelaide has 
fostered an environment of learning, creativity 
and innovation.

From the thousands of eager faces graduating each 
year, to our groundbreaking research, we continue 
to make an impact on the lives of people around 
the world.

The time has come to share this Life Impact, and 
inspire others to do the same. Visit lifeimpact.com.au

lifeimpact.com.au





Impact of diabetes 
on life quality
People living with type 2 diabetes are being 
recruited for a national online survey to 
understand how it affects their quality of life.

The University of Adelaide study hopes to 
pinpoint the difÞ culties that diabetes sufferers 
face in different areas of the country and how 
they can be overcome.

Study coordinator Psychology PhD student 
Laura Jones said type 2 diabetes was one of 
the top 10 causes of death in Australia and was 
increasing across all age groups Ð particularly 
younger people.

ÒDiabetes affects approximately 7.4% of 
the Australian population Ð about 1.6 million 
people Ð with 90% of these cases being type 
2 diabetes. More worrying is that an estimated 
50% of diabetes sufferers are undiagnosed 
and not aware they are at risk,Ó Ms Jones said.

The SA Health-funded study will reveal the 
differences in managing diabetes in both urban 
and rural areas, helping health authorities 
to identify gaps in services and professional 
expertise. The results of this study will be 
reported to SA Health.

ÒThere is some evidence to suggest that 
diabetes is more difÞ cult to manage in remote 
and rural areas and this is backed up by the 
statistics which show diabetes rates are twice 
as high in remote areas,Ó she said.

At least 200 people will be recruited for the 
online survey and there is also an option to 
complete a paper survey.

ÒType 2 diabetes is AustraliaÕs fastest growing 
chronic disease, with one person diagnosed 
every seven minutes. The tragedy is that most 
people can avoid it by choosing a sensible diet 
and lifestyle. Once you are diagnosed there is 
no cure, so effective management is essential.Ó

People diagnosed with type 2 diabetes 
are encouraged to participate in this study. 
To take part go to: http://j.mp/t2diabetes 
or phone Laura Jones on 08 8303 3850, 
mobile 0400 258 687 or email: 
laura.jones@adelaide.edu.au

Story by Candy Gibson
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How we can help with 
live export issue
Australia can do more to help resolve animal welfare issues in 
Indonesia, according to a University of Adelaide researcher.

Dr Risti Permani said the Australian 
government should take more of a hands-
on leadership role with Indonesia in the 
regulation of animal welfare for cattle that 
leave Australian shores.

Dr Permani is a Postdoctoral Fellow 
with the University of AdelaideÕs School of 
Economics. Her main area of research is 
economic growth and trade in Indonesian 
agriculture.

She said the main problems in Indonesia 
were a lack of proper regulation to ensure 
animal welfare, and a lack of educated and 
skilled workers in cattle production. This 
provided a real opportunity for Australia to 
help improve the quality of its neighbourÕs 
industry, with great potential beneÞ ts for 
both countries.

ÒA fundamental problem with the 
Australian response to this issue is the 
failure to understand that the abuses 
uncovered are directly related to the 
systematic regulatory problems within the 
industry,Ó Dr Permani said.

ÒRecognition of these issues would 
have led Australia to help Indonesia with 
the animal welfare problem rather than 
rely on the blunt instrument of an export 
ban, which has already done damage to 
AustraliaÕs cattle industry and its relations 
with Indonesia,Ó she said.

Dr Permani, who wrote a policy brief on 
the live export issue for the UniversityÕs new 
Indo-PaciÞ c Governance Research Centre, 
said Australia still had an opportunity to 
help Indonesia improve animal welfare, 
building on decades of collaborative 
agricultural research between the two 
countries.

ÒAustralia has much to offer Indonesia in 
terms of developing regulatory capacities. 

Such a response would mean that animal 
welfare is not seen as some kind of Ômoral 
blame gameÕ, but the result of regulatory 
underdevelopment.

ÒWorker exchange and capacity building 
programs to train Indonesian ofÞ cials in 
the supervision and monitoring of cattle 
slaughter would be a positive step forward.

ÒIt is important to understand that 
Muslim Indonesians are equally as upset 
as Australians over the issue. Most Muslim 
Indonesians feel that the inhumane 
treatment of animals is not in keeping 
with the spirit of Islam generally, or Halal. 
Halal deÞ nes what is lawful according to 
Islamic law, including acceptable food, 
slaughtering procedures, and how Muslims 
get the money they use to purchase food. 
The lack of monitoring of Halal practices in 
Indonesia has been a concern of Muslim 
Indonesians for a long time.Ó

Dr Permani said AustraliaÕs involvement 
in the development of a robust animal 
welfare regulatory system would show 
goodwill towards Indonesia. ÒIt may 
contribute to AustraliaÕs own economic 
growth and strengthen AustraliaÕs regional 
inß uence,Ó she said.

Story by David Ellis

Above: An Indonesian feedlot staff member
Photo courtesy of liveexportcare.com.au

For more information about 
studying Economics at the 
University of Adelaide go to: 
ua.edu.au/programs/2011 or visit 
Open Day Sunday 21 August. 
adelaide.edu.au/openday



Homestay 
families 
make a 
difference
For almost two decades, 
homestay families have 
played an important role 
in the lives of international 
students studying at the 
University of AdelaideÕs 
English Language Centre.



For more information about studying 
Science at the University of Adelaide 
go to: ua.edu.au/programs/2011 or 
visit Open Day Sunday 21 August.
adelaide.edu.au/openday

James, 24, is currently studying for 
his PhD in the School of Molecular 
& Biomedical Science.  HeÕs also 
employed as an Associate Lecturer by the 
UniversityÕs Faculty of Sciences to teach 
undergraduate biology classes, primarily to 
Þ rst-year science and medical students.

James has now joined a network of 
science writers from across the globe to 
contribute to ScientiÞ c AmericanÕs blog, 
sharing news and views on the latest 
science with the rest of the world.  HeÕs 
the only science writer from Australia Ð and 
the only one in the Southern Hemisphere 
Ð to become an ofÞ cial writer for the 
magazineÕs online community.

James began his science writing just 
two years ago, starting with columns 
for the ÒCan You Believe It?Ó section in 
The Advertiser.

He then established a blog with friend 
and fellow PhD student Thomas Tu 
(www.diseaseoftheweek.wordpress.com) 
and then moved on to his own blog with 
Field of Science (http://diseaseprone.
Þ eldofscience.com), a highly regarded, 
independent scientiÞ c blogging 
community.

It was from there that he was recruited to 
the new ScientiÞ c American community.

ÒScience communication is a passion for 
me,Ó James said.

ÒCurrently IÕm able to explore that passion 
through my teaching and writing, but IÕm 
hoping to one day secure permanent work 
as a scientiÞ c communicator.

ÒWriting is a very convenient platform for 
science communication, but IÕd be happy 
to talk about science through any medium,Ó 
he said.

ÒBeing able to communicate to a 
classroom or the general public the wonder 
and importance of science is an absolute 
joy.  I love being able to raise awareness 
of how science impacts on every aspect 
of our lives.Ó

For his PhD, James is conducting 
research in the laboratories of Professor 
James Paton and Associate Professor 
Renato Morona.  HeÕs studying how the 
pathogenic bacterium Streptococcus 
pneumoniae (a major cause of pneumonia, 
meningitis and many other health 
conditions) makes a structure called the 
capsular polysaccharide.

ÒThe capsular polysaccharide is known 
to be essential for the full virulence of 
this dangerous human pathogen, and 
preventing its construction could lead to 
novel treatments or therapies,Ó he said.

James graduated from the University of 
Adelaide with a Bachelor of Science with 
Honours in Microbiology and Immunology, 
which he completed in 2007.

The ScientiÞ c American blog network can 
be found at: blogs.scientiÞ camerican.com, 
and JamesÕs blog can be found at: blogs.
scientiÞ camerican.com/disease-prone

Story by David Ellis

Above: Science PhD student James Byrne

Photo by David Ellis



To hear more about outstanding 
teaching at the University of 
Adelaide visit Open Day 
Sunday 21 August.
adelaide.edu.au/openday

Awards for outstanding teachers
Four University of Adelaide staff have been named as among the nationÕs best 
teachers, thanks to their outstanding contributions to student learning.





EFM Health Clubs – 
$5 for 5 sessions*

University of Adelaide alumni can 
take advantage of this special offer 
at any of EFMÕs 65 Health Clubs 
throughout Australia during August.

The EFM philosophy is simple Ð no 
two members are the same and 
each member has differing abilities 
and needs. At EFM, youÕll have a 
committed Fitness Coach to guide 
you through a program that is 
tailored to your Þ tness goals. And 
better yet, you can have peace 
of mind knowing that youÕre not 
weighed down by a 12-month 
contract.

*New members only, not valid with 
any other offer, 5 sessions valid 14 
days from the Þ rst session, valid all 
SA club locations.

For more information about EFM 
Health Clubs and the full alumni 
privileges package, including 
terms and conditions, go to: 
www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/
privileges

Alumni
PRIVILEGES

Adelaide alumni have access to a 
range of exclusive beneÞ ts, services 
and discounts Ð and each month we 
bring you the pick of the bunch for a 
featured special.

Open to all alumni (students, staff and 
graduates) and members of the wider 
community, the 2011 Alumni Forum will 
focus on the UniversityÕs connection 
to the community through its research 
partnerships, innovations in teaching and 
learning, social media, and volunteer 
program.

Following a highly successful inaugural 
Alumni Forum in 2009, the biennial event 
will be held at the North Terrace Campus on 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 September.

The theme for this yearÕs Forum is Create, 
Connect, Collaborate and will feature 
sessions on Friday with the Vice-Chancellor 
and President of the University of Adelaide, 
Professor James McWha, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor and Vice-President (Academic) 
Professor Pascale Quester, and other key 
university, industry and community partners.

Rob Chalmers, Managing Director of 
the UniversityÕs commercial development 
company Adelaide Research & Innovation 
Pty Ltd, will discuss the growing importance 
of research partnerships.

ÒThe development of strong 
collaborations and commercial interactions 
will be a key part of building an even 
stronger research University in the 21st 
century. Alumni can play a vital role in 
helping us better collaborate and compete 
globally, and become more open in the way 
we research and innovate,Ó he said.

Saturday morning is focused on the 
further advancement of the UniversityÕs 

alumni relations program, featuring a 
facilitated discussion in which attendees will 
have the opportunity to provide feedback 
on the current program and share ideas 
and suggestions for future developments 
and enhancements.

ÒThis is a great opportunity for alumni to 
be a part of the strategic planning process 
for the UniversityÕs alumni relations,Ó said 
Professor McWha.

An inaugural Distinguished Alumni Dinner 
is planned for Saturday 3 September at 
the National Wine Centre, with the 2011 
Distinguished Alumni Awards presented to 
four of the Þ ve 2011 recipients: The Hon. 
Justice Catherine Branson QC (Law and 
Human Rights), Dr Ray Beckwith OAM 
(Oenology), Emeritus Professor Colin 
Matthews (Reproductive Medicine), and Mr 
Siong Guan Lim (Singapore Civil Service) 
who will travel to Adelaide from Singapore 
to accept his award.

Create, Connect, Collaborate Ð
2011 Alumni Forum

Friday 2 and Saturday 3 September

Further information, including 
the full program and online 
registration, is available at: 
www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/alumniforum 
or call Development and Alumni on 
+61 8 8303 5800.

Story by Connie Dutton

Photo by Michael Mullan

Forum for all alumni
Would you like to learn more about the current initiatives 
and future plans of the University of Adelaide, and how the 
University can continue to make an impact globally and locally?
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